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to awards with a 90-day period con-
cluding on a date after June 30th of
that fifth year. Appropriations cannot
be restored after expiration of the ac-
counts. More specific instructions are
provided in the NIFA award terms and
conditions.

Subpart F—Specialty Crop
Research Initiative

§3430.200 Applicability of regulations.

The regulations in this subpart apply
to the program authorized under sec-
tion 412 of the Agricultural Research,
Extension, and Education Reform Act
of 1998 (7 U.S.C. 7632).

§3430.201 Purpose.

(a) Focus areas. The purpose of this
program is to address the critical needs
of the specialty crop industry by devel-
oping and disseminating science-based
tools to address needs of specific crops
and their regions, including the fol-
lowing five focus areas:

(1) Research in plant breeding, genet-
ics, and genomics to improve crop
characteristics, such as—

(i) Product, taste, quality, and ap-
pearance;

(ii) Environmental responses and tol-
erances;

(iii) Nutrient management, including
plant nutrient uptake efficiency;

(iv) Pest and disease management,
including resistance to pests and dis-
eases resulting in reduced application
management strategies; and

(v) Enhanced phytonutrient content.

(2) Efforts to identify and address
threats from pests and diseases, includ-
ing threats to specialty crop polli-
nators.

(3) Efforts to improve production effi-
ciency, productivity, and profitability
over the long term (including specialty
crop policy and marketing).

(4) New innovations and technology,
including improved mechanization and
technologies that delay or inhibit rip-
ening.

(5) Methods to prevent, detect, mon-
itor, control, and respond to potential
food safety hazards in the production
and processing of specialty crops, in-
cluding fresh produce.

(b) Other. NIFA will award research
and extension, including integrated,

§3430.204

grants to eligible institutions listed in
§3430.203. In addition to the focus areas
identified in this section, NIFA may in-
clude additional activities or focus
areas that will further address the crit-
ical needs of the specialty crop indus-
try. Some of these activities or focus
areas may be identified by stakeholder
groups or by NIFA in response to
emerging critical needs of the specialty
crop industry.

§3430.202 Definitions.

The definitions applicable to the pro-
gram under this subpart include:

Integrated project means a project
that incorporates the research and ex-
tension components of the agricultural
knowledge system around a problem
area or activity.

Specialty crop means fruits and vege-
tables, tree nuts, dried fruits, and hor-
ticulture and nursery crops (including
floriculture).

Trans-disciplinary means a multi-dis-
cipline approach that brings biological
and physical scientists together with
economists and social scientists to ad-
dress challenges in a holistic manner.

§3430.203 Eligibility.

Eligible applicants for the grant pro-
gram implemented under this subpart
include: Federal agencies, national lab-
oratories; colleges and universities (of-
fering associate’s or higher degrees);
research institutions and organiza-
tions; private organizations or corpora-
tions; State agricultural experiment
stations; individuals; and groups con-
sisting of 2 or more entities identified
in this sentence.

§3430.204 Project types and priorities.

For each RFA, NIFA may develop
and include the appropriate project
types and focus areas (in addition to
the five focus areas identified in
§3430.201) based on the critical needs of
the specialty crop industry as identi-
fied through stakeholder input and
deemed appropriate by NIFA. Of the
funds made available each fiscal year,
not less than 10 percent of these funds
shall be allocated for each of the five
focus areas identified in §3430.201. In
making awards for this program, NIFA
will give higher priority to projects
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